Scaling lichenoid eruptions and Sjögren-like syndrome: manifestations of nonfatal postoperative transfusion-associated graft-versus-host disease?
We report a case of an 81-year-old woman in whom lichenoid eruptions and Sjögren-like sicca syndrome developed 45 days after cholecystectomy. During surgery, one unit (130 ml) of unirradiated packed red blood cells from a male donor was transfused. The lichenoid eruptions cleared up with exfoliation: however, sicca symptoms remained during the follow-up period of four years. Histological examinations of both skin and lip biopsy specimens were in agreement with those of graft-versus-host disease (GVHD). A Y-chromosomal body was identified in the lymphocytes in the skin lesion by staining with quinacrine dihydrochloride and in the lip lesion by a method with in situ hybridization. The findings suggest that this case demonstrated the manifestations of non-fatal transfusion-associated GVHD.